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BELS-SC Normative Data and Percentiles 
 
 
 
This document contains information to determine a patient’s performance in comparison to a 
healthy normative sample. Table 1 contains demographic information for the normative 
sample. Of note, Age, education, and gender did not influence BELS subsection scores, and 
therefore norms for the whole sample are presented. Table 2 contains means, standard 
deviations, and all percentiles for all BELS-SC subsections and subtests. 
 
BELS-SC Reference: Phillips, M. R., Byrne, J., Gilbert, C., Ford, L., & Robinson, G. A. 
(2025). Verbal initiation, selection, strategy, and inhibition in stroke: A brief executive 
function screening tool. Journal of the International Neuropsychological Society, 1-17. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1. 
Demographics for Normative Sample  
 N M (SD) 
Age 116 63.15 (12.52) 
Education 116 15.12 (3.56) 

Note. Age, education, and gender did not influence BELS subsection scores, and therefore norms for 
the whole sample are presented. 
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Table 2 
BELS-SC Subtest and Subsection Normative Data and Percentiles 

   Percentiles 
BELS-SC Subtest N M (SD) 1st 5th 10th 25th 50th 75th 90th 95th 
Sentence Completion Total Score /22 108 19.17 (2.39) 13 15 16 18 20 21 22 22 

Initiation (Raw) Total /10 116 9.77 (.44) 9 9 9 10 10 10 10 10 
Initiation (Weighted) Total /2 116 1.96 (.09) 1.63 1.80 1.80 2 2 2 2 2 

High Constraint /5 116 4.99 (.09) 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 
Low Constraint /5 116 4.77 (.44) 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 

Initiation Reaction Time 109 12.16 (5.63) 36.44 21.24 14.74 11.04 8.13 6.08 5.40 5.01 
High Constraint rt 109 2.87 (1.22) 6.55 6.22 4.72 3.13 2.54 2.13 1.65 1.58 
Low Constraint rt 109 9.29 (5.21) 33.20 18.90 15.03 11.64 7.90 5.82 4.10 3.52 
High Constraint rt /4 109 3.61 (1.07) 1 1 2 4 4 4 4 4 
Low Constraint rt /4 109 3.65 (.94) 1 2 2 4 4 4 4 4 

Initiation (Weighted) Total /10 109 9.22 (1.56) 2.20 5.90 6.00 9.80 10 10 10 10 
Inhibition /10 115 8.01 (1.86) 3 4 5 7 8 10 10 10 

High Constraint /5 115 4.22 (.88) 2 3 3 4 4 5 5 5 
Low Constraint /5 115 3.79 (1.27) 1 1 2 3 4 5 5 5 
Strategy /2 115 1.82 (.45) 0 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 

Note. For Sentence Completion raw scores, (where only a whole score is possible), percentiles were rounded up from decimals if 50th percentile or below, and 
rounded up if above the 50th percentile. 
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